
JOIN THE CONVERSATION
We invite you to take part and we encourage
you to share this journey with your colleagues,
friends, family members or anyone you think
might benefit. TH
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Wealth provides a buffer against setbacks, allowing families to
weather an economic crisis. Well-educated Blacks with good-
paying jobs who own homes still hold significantly less wealth
than similar Whites. This suggests differences in individual effort
and choices cannot fully explain the racial wealth gap.

Patricia K. Smith, Professor of Economics, UM-Dearborn

WATCH
Taking Structural Roots Into Account to Address the 
US Racial Wealth Gap

Source: Fed Communities
Length: 4 Minutes

This story uncovers the structural roots of wealth and asset inequalities that hinder many,
despite working hard and playing by the rules. 

LISTEN
How False Beliefs About Meritocracy and Post-Racism Have
Contributed To Unjust Socio-Economic Policies

Source: Econfact Podcasts
Length: 28 Minutes

Jeffrey Fuhrer joins EconoFact Chats to discuss how the unfounded belief that individual success
and failure is just a function of hard work, or the lack of it — what he terms ‘the myth’ — has
shaped policies and public perceptions in ways that have caused economic harm to millions.

https://fedcommunities.org/taking-structural-roots-account-address-us-racial-wealth-gap/
https://fedcommunities.org/taking-structural-roots-account-address-us-racial-wealth-gap/
https://fedcommunities.org/taking-structural-roots-account-address-us-racial-wealth-gap/
https://econofact.org/podcast/how-false-beliefs-about-meritocracy-and-post-racism-have-contributed-to-unjust-socio-economic-policies
https://econofact.org/podcast/how-false-beliefs-about-meritocracy-and-post-racism-have-contributed-to-unjust-socio-economic-policies


READ

Source: CT by the Numbers
Length: 5 minutes

REFLECT
Suggestion: designate a space (a physical journal or online space)
to collect your thoughts each month)

What key learnings stand out for you from today’s content? 
What do you want to explore further? What questions do you still have? 

Connecticut has Among Nation's Largest Wealth Gap by Race and
Ethnicity

A wide financial gulf continues to divide racial groups in the U.S., with Hispanic and black
Americans still at the bottom of the economic ladder.

Did you grow up learning that everyone has equal opportunity or the idea that
anyone, regardless of their station at birth, can get ahead through hard work? If
so, read why meritocracy is a myth: CLICK HERE

ACTIVITY

https://ctbythenumbers.news/ctnews/connecticut-has-among-nations-largest-wealth-gap-by-race-and-ethnicity#:~:text=Connecticut%20has%20among%20the%20nation's,larger%20gaps%20in%20their%20populations.
https://ctbythenumbers.news/ctnews/connecticut-has-among-nations-largest-wealth-gap-by-race-and-ethnicity#:~:text=Connecticut%20has%20among%20the%20nation's,larger%20gaps%20in%20their%20populations.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/five-myths/five-myths-about-meritocracy/2019/09/13/4d90d244-d4cd-11e9-9610-fb56c5522e1c_story.html
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674237476
https://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674237476
https://www.amazon.com/Mehrsa-Baradaran/e/B018O2XFX4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

